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ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District 

Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1951  there  are  one  or 
two  items  on  which  I wish  to  comment. 

Infectious  Disease. 

No  serious  infectious  disease  was  prevalent.  The  number 
of  cases  of  measles  remained  high.  I think  overcrowding  in 
homes  and  schools  may  be  a factor. 

One  case  of  Canicola  Fever  occurred.  I mention  it  to  call 
attention  to  this  somewhat  rare  disease  which  occurs  in  dogs 
and  can  spread  to  human  beings  who  may  be  in  close  contact 
with  an  infected  animal. 

Food  Hygiene. 

The  supply  of  notices  to  hang  on  food  shop  doors  asking 
people  not  to  take  dogs  inside  was  well  received. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  a few  isolated  cases  but  no  serious  outbreak 
occurred.  The  subject  is  dealt  with  in  detail  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

Mass  Radiography. 

A visit  from  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  the  Autumn 
of  the  year  proved  most  successful.  No  less  than  12,637  persons 
attended  and  the  table  on  Page  11  gives  a summary  of  the  results. 

M ass  X-ray  is  a most  valuable  means  of  detecting  early  chest 
disease  in  its  more  easily  curable  stage  before  any  symptoms 
occur. 

I hope  that  when  the  Unit  next  visits  Hinckley  the  attend- 
ance may  be  even  greater. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  32. 

This  gives  a rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  40.8. 

I append  a table  for  the  last  ten  years  showing  the  total 
live  births,  the  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
and  the  infantile  mortality  rates. 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  a small  variation  in  the  number 
of  deaths  may  make  a considerable  difference  in  the  rate,  and 
I would  stress  that  little  importance  need  be  attached  to  the  actual 
rate,  especially  in  comparison  with  other  areas  or  earlier  years. 
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Year 

Live  births 

I )ealhs  <>i  children 
under  1 year 

Kate  per  j,ouu 
live  births 

1942 

654 

28 

42.8 

194.4 

6Sl 

25 

36-7 

1944 

753 

21 

27.9 

1945 

688 

18 

26.  1 

1946 

8.S.S 

38 

41-4 

1947 

858 

40 

46.6 

1948 

785 

19 

21 . 2 

1949 

691 

17 

27.4 

19.SO 

680 

17 

26.83 

I9.S1 

683 

32 

46.8 

General  Health  of  the  Community. 

Remains  satisfactory. 


Nutrition. 

There  is  still  no  evidence  of  any  general  nutritional 
deficiency. 


STATISTICS 


(For  comparative  purposes  last  year’s  figures  have  been  inserted 

in  brackets) . 


Area  in  acres 

Reg.  General’s  estimate  of  popu- 
lation 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at 
31/12/51  

Product  of  a penny  rate  at  31/3/51 
Rateable  value  at  31/3/51  ... 


1 1 ,882 


38,98)  • 


(39,050). 


11,712  ( 11,597) 

£797/0/ Id.  (£780/0 /3d. ) 
£198,891  (£198,891) 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Male  F 

emale  Total 

Live  Births  . 

356 

327  683 

Legitimate 

342 

309  651 

Illegitimate 

14 

18  32 

This  represents 

a live  birth  rate  of  17 

.5  (17.41)  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  resident  population. 

Male  F 

emale  Total 

Still  Births 

12 

5 17 

Legitimate 

10 

4 14 

Illegitimate 

2 

l 3 

Rate  (stillbirths)  per  1,000  population — .43 

(.38). 

(N.B.  In  previous  reports  the  still  birth  rate  has  been  given 
on  a basis  of  per  1,000  live  and  still  births). 
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Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 
195  197  892 

This  represents  a death  rate  of  10.05  (9.39)  of  the  estimated 
resident  population 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil  (Nil). 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 (1) 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age.  All  infants  per 
1,000  live  births  40.8  (26.85) 

Male  Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  10  (12)  10  (5) 
Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  ...  9 (9)  9 (3) 


VITAL  STATISTICS— COMPARATIVE  TABLE 


Birth  rate  per 

1,000  population 

Death  rate 
per  1 ,000 
population. 
All  causes 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births.  Total 
deaths 
under  1 year 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

England  and  Wales 

I5-.S 

0.36 

12.5 

29.6 

126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  in- 
cluding London 

17-3 

0.45 

1 3 -4 

33-9 

148  smaller 

towns  25,000  to  50,000 

at  1931  census 

16.7 

0.38 

12.5 

27.6 

London  Administra-  - 
tive  County 

00 

0-37 

i3-i 

26.4 

HINCKLEY  U.D.C. 

17-5 

0-43 

10.05 

46.S 

Other  Mortality  Statistics. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory.. 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

0.  Meningococcal  infections.. 
7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
H.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  para- 
sitic diseases 


1951  1950 

Male  Female  Total  Total 
5 2 7 8 

2 

1 2 3 1 


1 

112  3 
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Other  Mortality  Statistics  (continued).  19.51  1950 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
stomach 

4 

Q 

o 

7 

5 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 
bronchus 

9 

o 

12 

5 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
breast 

4 

4 

4 

18. 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
uterus 

4 

4 

(I 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lym- 
phatic neoplasms 

20 

10 

30 

32 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

0) 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

vous system 

24 

32 

50 

40 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

9 

20 

43 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

10 

17 

27 

17 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

19 

35 

54 

02 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease... 

8 

0 

14 

12 

22. 

Influenza  ... 

5 

2 

7 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

2 

G 

11 

24. 

Bronchitis 

14 

11 

25 

19 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  res- 
piratory system 

2 

0 

2 

4 

20. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum 

1 

1 

9 

mJ 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea  ... 

. 

1 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

5 

5 

10 

8 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

b 

- 

» > 

O 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth , 
abortion 

o 

O 

» > 
i ) 

1 

31. 

Congenial  malformations.. 

2 

4 

0 

o 

O 

32. 

( )ther  defined  and  ill- 
defined  diseases 

20 

20) 

52 

5 i > 

• to 

OO . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents... 

• > 
o 

1 

4 

r> 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

4 

/ 

1 1 

• > 
o 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

»> 

o 

30. 

Homicide  and  other 
operations  of  war... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

/ 

All 

causes 

195 

197 

392 

‘)()7 
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(179)  (188) 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 


1.  The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  are  set  out  on 
Page  one  of  the  report. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Examinations  are  almost  wholly  performed  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  at  the  Groby  Road  Hospital,  Leicester, 
which  is  under  the  control  of  Dr.  E.  H.  Gillespie. 

Chemical  examination  of  water  samples  is  performed  by  Mr. 
S.  Bratley,  E.C.S.,  of  Oadby.  ( )ccasional  chemical  examination 
of  food  is  made  by  the  Leicester  City  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  F.  C. 
Bullock,  B.Se. , F.I.C. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  at 


the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Throat  and  nose  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Faeces  and  urine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  549 

Blood  3 

Milk  1GG 

Water  ...  ...  ...  20 

Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Sputa  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  421 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 


Total  1343 


3.  Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


Children 

Under  five 
years 

5 — 14  years 

Total  number  immunised  during 
year  

437  (455) 

27  (29) 

Total  number  immunised  since 
beginning  of  scheme 

4691 

4995 

Percentage  of  children  in  age 
groups  immunised  during  1951 

11. 9 (12.4) 

0.47  (0.63) 

Number  of  children  receiving 
booster  dose  of  immunisation 

301  (19S) 
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No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
last  ease  we  had  in  the  district  was  during  1948. 

In  my  last  year’s  report  I stressed  the  importance  of  at  least 
7.V"  of  all  babies  being  immunised  before  they  were  one  year 
old. 

( >ur  percentage  of  babies  immunised  was  about  50%  which 
cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  position  is  set  out  effectively  in  a circular  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  received  in  June  and  I quote  from  it: — 

‘It  is  undoubtedly  a fact  that  the  success  of  the  immunisa.- 
tion  campaign  has  in  itself  meant  that  fear  of  diphtheria  has 
declined,  and  that  frequent  references  by  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  in  their  Annual  Reports  and  public  utterances  to  the 
virtual  disappearance  of  diphtheria  have  often  been  misunder- 
stood by  the  general  public  as  implying  absolute  elimination 
rather  than  elimination  conditional  upon  the  maintenance  of  an 
adequate  level  of  immunisation.  Further,  as  the  occurrence  of 
the  disease  diminishes,  fewer  and  fewer  parents  have  any  direct 
knowledge,  let  alone  first  hand  experience  of  diphtheria  which 
is  apt  to  make  them  dangerously  unmindful  of  the  disease  or 
mistakenly  to  believe  that  it  has  been  almost  got  rid  of  in  this 
country. 

Sustained  publicity  is,  therefore,  essential  if  parents  are  to  be 
helped  to  realised  that  diphtheria  is  still  a deadly  threat  and 
to  be  persuaded  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

The  following  table  shows  the  diseases  occurring  during  1951 
and  the  distribution  of  them. 


Disease 

Hinckley 

Central 

Wards 

Harwell 

Burbage 

Earl 

Shilton 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

i?  (59) 

5 (10) 

i.S  In) 

22  (15) 

59  (95) 

Erysipelas 

2 (— ) 

- (-) 

1 ( 1) 

4 ( 5) 

7 ( 6) 

Pneumonia 

13  (2.9 

— ( x) 

12  ( 4) 

3 ( 8) 

28  (36) 

Poliom  velitis 

6 ( .5) 

1 (— ) 

- (-) 

— ( 2) 

7 ( 7) 

Dysentery 

42  (40) 

— ( 2) 

6 (16) 

1 (— ) 

49  (5S) 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 (-) 

- (— ) 

— {— ) 

- (— ) 

1 (— ) 

Measles 

322  (80) 

72  (88) 

129  (34) 

7i  (i.S9) 

594  (361) 

Whooping  Cough 

82  (77) 

12  (33) 

30  (3") 

14  (40) 

138  (180) 

Cerehro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

I 

1 

I 

— 

3 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Food  Poisoning 

iS  (27) 

1 ( 1) 

3 (-) 

— 

22  (28) 

Totals 

505  (314) 

92  (135) 

197  (96) 

1 15  (229) 

909  (774) 

S 


AGE  GROUPS  AND  SEX 


Under 

Ov<  r 

2S 

Age 

Un- 

kn. 

Total 

Total 

1 

3 

1 5 

I 10 

15 

1 23 

M | 

F 

scarlet  Fever 

M 

— 

O 

1 9 

1 

4 

[ I 

— 

32  1 

59 

F 

2 

1 ,s 

1 16 

1 

2 

1 1 

— 

1 

27 

Hrysipelas 

M 

3 

— 

3 1 

F 

— 

- 

| — 

1 — 

— 

| — 

4 

- 

1 

4 

7 

Pneumonia 

M 

— 

I 

1 4 

1 

— 

1 10 

— 

l6  | 

28 

F 

1 

— 

| I 

2 

— 

| — 

8 

— 

1 

12 

Poliomyelitis 

M 

— 

I 

I — 

1 — 

I 

1 - 

2 

— 

4 1 

7 

F 

— 

| I 

| 1 

— 

I 

1 - 

— 

1 

3 

Dysentery 

M 

— 

7 

1 3 

1 6 

— 

2 

1 9 

1 

28  | 

49 

F 

I 

o 

1 3 

1 3 

— 

0 

1 10 

— 

1 

21 

Measles 

M 

8 

6.S 

1 97 

1 14S 

I 

| — 

1 - 

3 

322  | 

594 

F 

6 

49 

| IOI 

1 1 13 

3 

1 — 

1 

— 

1 

272 

Whooping 

M 

6 

17 

1 21 

1 13 

— 

| I 

1 1 

1 

60  | 

138 

Cough 

F 

8 

19 

1 29 

1 21 

— 

1 — 

1 - 

1 

1 

78 

Meningococcal 

M 

— 

— 

1 — 

| — 

— 

I 

1 1 

— 

2 1 

Infection 

F 

I 

— 

| I 

| — 

— 

1 — 

1 * 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Puerperal 

M 

-1—  1—  1—  1—  I—  1—  1—  1—  1 

1 

Fever 

F 

! 

1 1 

— 

1 

I 

Food 

M 

I 

2 

| I 

1 1 

I 

| I 

1 4 

— 

11  1 

Poisoning 

F 

I 

— 

| — 

! 1 

I 

1 2 

1 4 

2 

1 

II 

Totals 

M 

15 

95 

1 135 

1 185 

! 

7 

1 6 

1 30 

5 

478  I 

909 

F 

18 

72 

1 141 

1 157 1 

6 

1 6 

1 28 

3 

1 

431 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47. 

S.  47  provides  for  the  removal  of  persons  who — 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged,  infirm 
or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary  conditions, 
and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention: — 

to  a suitable  hospital  or  other  place  if  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  certifies  in  writing  after  thorough  inquiry  that 
that  such  conditions  exist. 

35  visits  were  made  to  see  people,  mainly  aged  and  living 
alone  who  were  alleged  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Attempts  were  made  to  get  assistance  from  the  relatives  or 
friends  and  in  some  cases,  the  aged  persons  were  persuaded  to 
go  into  hospital. 
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< )ccasionally  one  comes  across  someone  with  fixed  determina- 
tion to  stay  at  home  whatever  the  consequences. 

No  Order  was  applied  for  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Preven- 
tion of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  s.  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  193(1.  A total  of  (id  cases  were  added  to  the 
register  during  the  year. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1951. 


Age 

New  cases,  1951 
Pulmon’v  Non-Pulmon ’v 
M F M F 

Under  1 year 

I I 

Under  3 years 

I I 

Under  15  

2 — — — 

Under  2 s ,, 

3 16  12 

Under  35 

10  5 1 — 

Under  45 

53  — 1 

Under  55  ,, 

33  — — 

Over  55  „ 

5 2 — — 

Totals 

29  3°  3 4 

Deaths,  1951 

Pulmon’y  Non-Pulmon  v 
M V M F 


1 


1 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  NEW  CASES 


Pulmonary 

Noil-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

llincklev  (Central  Wards) 

14  (5)  18  (8) 

2 (2)  2 (3) 

Barwell 

6 (— ) — (2) 

1 (1) 

Karl  Shilton 

3(5)  2 (3) 

- (1)  1 (1) 

IJurbage 

5(2)  5 (2) 

- (3) 

Stoke  Golding 

I 

I 

Inward  Transfers  of  cases 
arising  outside  the  area 

1 ( 1)  4 (4) 

— — 

Totals 

29  (13)  30  (19) 

3 (3)  4 (8) 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  was  higher  than  the 
previous  year.  This  to  some  degree  may  be  connected  with  the 
visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  our  district  when  sessions 
were  held  between  September  and  October. 

12,(1*57  persons  attended  for  screening  and  the  result  of  the 
Survey  was  as  follows: — 


T.B.  Active 

M. 

(1 

F. 

15 

T.B.  Inactive  ... 

Of? 

O { 

38 

Bronchiectasis  ... 

rr 

i 

4 

Cardiac  ... 

13 

14 

Under  Observation 

50 

55 

lu 


Whilst  one  would  have  liked  no  positive  cases  to  have  been 
found  the  advantage  of  early  detection  is  most  important  in  the 
interest  of  the  person  concerned  and  of  the  general  public  also. 

The  recovery  rate  amongst  people  found  early  by  the  Mass 
Radiography  scheme  is  much  greater  than  that  for  people  who 
are  found  to  be  affected  by  other  means. 

The  response  to  the  appeal  for  X-Rav  was  most  gratifying, 
approximately  one-third  of  the  population  being  screened.  The 
appeal  was  to  anyone  over  15  years  of  age  which  means  the  one- 
third  estimate  may  be  regarded  as  a conservative  proportion. 

Conclusion. 

I thank  the  members  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee 
for  their  support,  and  Mr.  Melson  and  the  other  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  help,  especially  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  CRUICKSHANK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hinckley  Urban  District 
Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-fourth  Annual 
Report  upon  the  administration  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors’ 
Department. 

The  year  was  free  from  any  exceptional  occurrence  so  our 
efforts  were  aide  to  be  directed  towards  our  aim  of  a pure 
atmosphere,  a safe  food  and  water  supply  and  a satisfactory 
house  and  environment  for  all  persons  in  our  district.  These 
are  the  fundamentals  upon  which  healthy  lives  may  be  built 
and  maintained. 

How  near  are  we  towards  this  goal? 

(a)  A pure  atmosphere.  The  number  of  factories  in  the 
district  is  about  200  and  approximately  80%  have  smoke  abate- 
ment plant  installed.  Excessive  smoke  emission  was  restricted 
to  seven  factories.  90%  of  the  cooking  in  dwelling  houses  is 
done  by  gas  or  electric  cookers  and  the  purity  of  the  atmosphere 
is  remarkably  good. 

(b)  A safe  food  and  water  supply.  Contained  in  my  report 
are  the  results  of  water  and  milk  samples,  of  meat  and  food 
inspection  and  of  the  numerous  visits  which  have  been  made  to 
food  premises  to  ensure  that  proper  standards  of  cleanliness 
and  treatment  are  maintained.  Good  progress  has  been  made 
and  whilst  the  tempo  is  slackening  somewhat  nevertheless 
progress  still  goes  on. 

(c)  A satisfactory  house  and  environment.  For  the  past  ten 
years  I have  remarked  in  my  Annual  Reports  upon  the 
increasing  difficulties  and  frustrations  which  have  been  met 
when  trying  to  secure  some  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
dwellings.  Our  efforts  have  been  restricted  to  ameliorative 
works  only  and  I regret  to  say  that  in  many  cases  this  funda- 
mental is  on  the  retreat.  During  a time  of  shortage  of  houses 
allied  with  high  costs,  it  is  surely  good  economics  and  common 
sense  to  maintain  houses  in  repair  to  prevent  their 
deterioration.  Houses  are  a national  asset  and  amendment  of 
the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  is  urgently  required  to  enable  owners 
to  do  this. 

Many  houses  are  past  repair,  they  were  scheduled  for 
treatment  in  Clearance  Orders  before  1939  and  many  of  the 
occupiers  have  borne  their  enforced  occupation  with  fortitude 
and  goodwill. 

( )ne  bright  feature  has  been  the  provision  of  new  houses, 
118  during  the  year  and  1,101  (830  Council  and  271  private 
enter] >rise)  since  1945,  but  the  occupants  of  these  may  be 
regarded  as  members  of  a fortunate  minority. 


The  complexities  of  the  housing  position  are  fully  realised 
but  in  this,  as  in  so  many  other  matters,  there  is  no  standing 
still,  progression  or  retrogression  being  the  alternatives. 

It  will  be  readily  apparent  that  the  time  for  complacency 
has  not  yet  arrived. 

I am  pleased  to  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members 
and  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  co-operation 
and  especially  to  Dr.  W.  D.  Cruickshank,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  to  members  of  my  staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Cxentle- 
men, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  MELSON, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

1.  The  towns  water  supply  is  obtained  approximately  in 
equal  quantities  from  two  boreholes  and  one  reservoir.  The 
borehole  water  is  from  Snarestone  which  is  augmented  by  a 
supply  from  a borehole  at  Chilcote.  This  water  is  of  a high 
standard  of  purity  and  very  hard.  The  reservoir  water  is  from 
Thornton,  part  of  the  City  of  Leicester  waterworks,  and  is 
supplied  to  us  via  the  Borough  of  Nuneaton.  This  water  is  of 
a satisfactory  quality.  Both  supplies  are  chlorinated. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  is  about  equal  to  the 
demand.  The  question  of  an  alternative  adequate  supply  is 
constantly  before  the  Council  and  discussions  have  been  taking 
place  with  neighbouring  authorities  to  this  end. 

Fortunately  from  the  water  supply  aspect,  the  weather 
throughout  the  year  was  favourable,  there  being  a poor  summer 
and  a mildish  winter. 

During  the  winter,  few  burst  pipes  occurred.  Whereas 
in  pre-war  days  owners  of  property  were  able  and  willing  to 
get  burst  pipes  repaired  promptly,  nowadays,  many  considera- 
tions mitigate  against  such  promptness.  In  view  of  the 
seriousness  of  any  waste  of  water  it  would  appear  to  be 
advantageous  for  the  Council  as  the  water  undertakers  to  repair 
burst  pipes  at  the  owner’s  or  occupier’s  expense  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Water  Act  1945  and  the  Waterworks 
Code.  Occupiers  of  houses  being  aware  that  notification  of 
burst  pipes  to  the  Waterworks  Department  means  the  water  will 
either  be  turned  off  or  the  burst  pipe  knocked  up  thus  prevent- 
ing them  having  a readily  available  supply  and  causing  much 
inconvenience  fail,  in  many  cases  to  notify  such  bursts. 

The  procedure  to  get  the  water  supply  restored  is  tortuously 
slow  especially  if  Statutory  action  has  to  be  used. 
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Ivii>lil  samples  of  town  water  were  taken  for  chemical 
examination  and  sixteen  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
all  were  reported  as  satisfactory.  All  the  chemical  samples  were 
declared  free  from  metallic  contamination  and  the  p.H.  value 
\aiied  irom  7. a to  8.5  • 1 here  would  appear  to  be  no  likelihood 
of  plumbo-solvency. 

bight  samples  of  well  water  were  examined,  3 chemically 
and  8 baeteriologically,  all  being  certified  as  unsatisfactory 
except  1 sample  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
These  samples  were  taken  from  three  wells  much  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  water  main. 

Attempts  were  made  to  get  some  progress  with  the  supply 
ol  town  water  to  five  dairy  farms  and  one  smallholding  in 
Rogues  Lane  with  apparently  no  success.  The  owners  agreed 
to  pay  their  share  of  the  cost  of  this  work  about  4 years  ago. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  population  have  an  internal 
supply  of  town  water,  there  now  being  only  262  houses  and 
7cS2  people  depending  for  their  supplies  from  external  standposts 
and  106  houses  with  318  people  obtaining  their  supplies  from 
wells  or  springs. 

The  houses  where  external  standposts  exist  are  mainly 
of  a low  standard  and  they  will  be  removed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Act  when  slum  clearance  recommences. 

2.  Sewerage. 

The  scheme  of  surface  water  drainage  on  the  northern 
side  of  Coventry  Road,  Hinckley  is  in  hand. 

Numerous  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of 
the  flooding  of  gardens  in  the  Coventry  Road,  Hinckley  district. 
The  subsoil  in  this  neighbourhood  is  clay  with  a shallow  cover- 
ing of  soil  and  before  building  development  took  place,  surface 
water  used  to  stagnate  in  the  lants  in  the  fields  during  winter. 
When  development  proceeds,  the  surface  water  drains  and 
ditches  are  interfered  with  and  and  in  many  instances  they  are 
not  reinstated,  resulting  in  flooding,  water  under  floors,  etc. 
Greater  attention  should  be  given  to  the  surface  water  drainage 
and  where  development  is  contemplated  the  ditches  should  be 
adequately  piped  in  and  filled  up  before  the  plots  are  sold  off 
or  developed.  Many  instances  have  occurred  where  the  ditch 
has  been  filled  in  without  any  provision  for  drainage. 

3.  Sewage  Disposal. 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  extensions  to  the  main  sewage 
works  at  Sketchley  would  be  in  hand  during  1952.  The  Ministry 
have  now  informed  the  Council  not  to  proceed  with  the  works 
following  the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure. 
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4.  Cesspools. 

There  are  125  cesspools  in  the  district.  In  almost  every 
case  these  are  situated  either  well  beyond  the  reach  of  any 
sewer  or  at  isolated  farms. 

5.  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

There  are  11,003  water-closets  and  197  pail  closets  in  the 
district.  296  new  water-closets  were  provided  and  1H  pail 
closets  were  abolished  or  converted  to  water-closets.  There 
are  no  privy  middens  in  the  district  the  last  four  being  abolished 
in  1950. 

97  of  the  197  pail  closets  are  situated  in  the  Stoke  Golding 
part  of  the  Trinity  Ward.  The  Council  have  prepared  a scheme 
of  sewerage  for  .Stoke  Golding  which  unfortunately  is  being 
held  up  by  the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure.  (As  I prepare 
this  report  a further  application  to  the  Ministry  for  authority 
to  proceed  with  this  work  has  been  rejected.) 

Considering  the  extent  of  the  Council’s  area,  the  number 
of  premises  on  the  conservancy  system  is  remarkably  small. 

There  are  no  fixed  dry  ashpits  in  the  area. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

6.  House  refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  dealt  with  by  direct 
labour  under  the  control  of  the  Surveyor.  Seven,  Karrier 
Bantam  vehicles  are  used  for  refuse  collection. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  laud 
adjoining  Heath  Lane,  Earl  Shilton  and  trade  refuse  by 
controlled  tipping  or  burning  on  land  at  the  Stapleton  Lane 
sewage  disposal  works. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Heath  Lane  tip 
continues  to  be  operated  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  made  during  parts  of 
the  year  but  the  shortage  of  labour  was  again  felt  and  the 
collection  at  times  was  extended  much  beyond  this  period. 

7.  Dust-bins. 

The  administration  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  regarding 
the  provision  and  maintenance  of  adequate  dust-bins  is  still  in 
the  same  confused  state. 

This  condition  was  aggravated  bv  the  restriction  of  spelter 
for  bin  galvanising  purposes.  Stocks  of  bins  in  the  shops 
were  rapidly  exhausted  and  in  the  middle  of  February,  enquiries 
at  fifteen  hardware  shops  revealed  that  only  25  bins  were 
available  for  sale  in  the  area,  and  at  one  of  the  largest  shops  a 
waiting  list  for  almost  120  bins  had  accumulated. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  in  purchasing  bins  our  action  was 
curtailed  and  in  many  cases  informal  notice  was  given  verbally 
to  owners,  etc. 
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During  the  year,  071  inspections  were  made  at  330  premises 
120  bins  were  provided,  (‘>3  informal  notices  were  served,  29  of 
these  being  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  Statutory  notices  were  served,  one  upon  an  Agent  and 
one  on  a tenant.  The  tenant  complied  with  the  notice  but  a bin 
was  supplied  in  default  concerning  the  house  under  the  Agent’s 
control. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


8.  370  recorded  complaints  were  received. 


9.  Number  of  Inspections 

Inspections 

Rev 

Accumulations 

25 

40 

Animal  Keeping 

56 

46 

Dustbins 

330 

341 

Nuisances  ... 

...  349 

940 

Drainage  Works  ... 

109 

119 

Moveable  Dwellings 

62 

108 

Housing 

802 

316 

Smoke  Abatement 

20 

83 

Overcrowding 

59 

16 

Food  Premises 

...  238 

096 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

350 

372 

Dairies 

13 

75 

Food  and  Water  sampling 

...  201 

— 

Verminous  Persons  and  Premises 

21 

9 

Water  supplies 

29 

30 

Knackers  Yard 

10 

13 

Factories  Act 

23 

40 

National  Assistance  Act 

37 

— 

Rag  Flock  Act 

12 

3 

Infectious  Diseases 

473 

14 

Dysentery  ... 

...  273 

260 

Food  Poisoning 

49 

— 

Rodent  control 

...  806 

702 

Other  inspections  ... 

...  633 

117 

4,980 

4,340 

Grand  Total  ... 

...  9,320 

NOTICES 


10.  Informal 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Statutory  action  necessary 
Outstanding  31st  December 
16 


Housing  Public  Health 


21 

42 

126 

159 

134 

155 

12 

21 

55 

36 

11.  Statutory 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31st  December 

12.  Summary  Action 

7 summonses  were  issued  and  convictions  were  recorded  in 
all  cases. 

Three  summonses  were  for  contraventions  of  s.56  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  193b  relating  to  inadequate  paving  and 
surface  drainage  at  three  dwelling  houses,  one  for  a nuisance 
from  defective  roofs  and  windows  at  three  dwelling  houses,  one 
for  a defective  water  closet  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936 
and  two  under  article  31  of  the  Milk  and  Daries  Regulations, 
1949  for  conveying  milk  in  an  unclean  vehicle. 

Fines  totalling  £20  were  inflicted  and  an  Abatement  Order 
was  made  for  the  nuisances  to  be  abated  within  28  days. 

SHOPS  ACT 

13.  1 1 inspections  were  made  at  9 premises.  6 contraventions 
were  abated  during  the  year,  three  from  action  commenced 
during  1950  and  three  found  during  the  year. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

14.  170  inspections  were  made  relating  to  39  moveable  duell- 
ings or  sites. 

15  applications  were  received  for  licences,  all  were  granted 
subject  to: — 

Planning  consent  being  received  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  being  satisfactory. 

5 of  the  applications  were  not  proceeded  with,  in  3 cases 
owing  to  non-compliance  with  the  sanitary  conditions  and  in  2 
cases,  the  applicants  did  not  wish  to  proceed. 

9 vans  were  either  vacated  or  removed  from  the  site 
following  requests  to  do  so,  to  prevent  contraventions. 

There  are  20  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district. 

Numerous  enquiries  continue  to  be  received  from  persons 
wishing  to  station  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district. 

REGULATED  BUILDINGS 

15.  There  is  one  offensive  trade  premises,  a tripe  dresser  which 
is  only  used  to  a small  degree.  The  premises  are  maintained 
in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition. 


12 

8 

6 


4 

21 

22 

3 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Hi.  Fifty  live  observations  were  made  on  chimneys  in 
connection  with  nine  premises  and  103  inspections  were  made. 

13  nuisances  occurred,  10  being  abated  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  7 of  them  were  abated  by  greater  care  in  stoking,  one 
by  the  use  of  smokeless  fuel  and  two  by  ceasing  to  burn  rubbish. 

( hie  of  the  three  nuisances  which  were  still  unabated  at 
the  end  of  1050  has  been  abated.  The  two  outstanding  cases 
are  where  delivery  of  new  boilers  and  plant  are  awaited.  These 
premises  are  situated  near  the  town  centre  and  whilst  the 
occupiers  endeavour  to  mitigate  the  smoke  emission  the 
nuisances  caused  are  serious  at  times. 

Almost  every  factory  in  the  district  has  some  form  of 
smoke  abatement  plant  on  their  boilers  resulting  in  a remarkable 
freedom  from  atmospheric  pollution  bearing  in  mind  the  number 
of  industrial  premises  in  the  district. 

ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 

17.  Twenty-two  inspections  were  made  regarding  vermin 
infestation.  No  houses  were  dealt  with  for  infestations  of  bed 
bugs. 


VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

18.  One  verminous  person  with  pediculosis  was  treated  at  the 
Cleansing  centre. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948,  s.  50 

lb.  ( hie  application  for  assistance  was  made  but  it  was  not 
proceeded  with  after  the  position  had  been  explained. 

SCHOOLS 

20.  The  unsatisfactory  conditions  referred  to  in  last  year’s 
report  have  now  been  abated.  Drainage  and  paving  have  been 
provided  and  washing  facilities  improved. 

SWIMMING  BATH 

21.  Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
and  chemical  analysis  and  they  were  all  reported  as  satisfactory. 

HOUSING 

22.  A.  New  Houses. 

Houses,  permanent  type,  completed  during  the  year: — 

By  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  19 

Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  year: — 

By  local  authority  . 

By  private  enterprise 
18 
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Total  number  of  Post-war  Houses  completed: — 

By  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  830 

By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  271 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end 

of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  034 

Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  ...  20!) 

Number  of  families  rehoused  since  the  termination 
of  hostilities: — 

(a)  in  new  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  830 

(b)  in  vacancies  which  have  arisen  ...  ...  180 

23.  B.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  293 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  855 

(21  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
Sub-head  (1^  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  1025  and  1932.  ...  ...  ...  8 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  24 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 


CLEARANCE  ORDERS 

24.  The  live  Clearance  ( )rders  for  13  houses  which  were  made 
last  year  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  25th 
January,  1951.  Ten  of  the  houses  have  now  been  demolished, 
two  have  been  vacated  and  one  is  still  occupied. 

DEMOLITION  ORDERS 

25.  Orders  were  made  upon  the  following  houses:— 

57a,  Upper  Bond  Street. 

24,  2(1  and  28,  Lower  Bond  Street. 

8,  22  and  24,  Mill  Lane,  Karl  Shilton  and  a Closing  Order 
was  made  upon  two  rooms,  part  of  2b,  The  Borough. 

Three  of  the  houses  have  been  demolished  and  one  has 
been  vacated. 

Three  houses  were  demolished  under  earlier  Demolition 
Orders  and  five  war  time  hutments  have  also  been  demolished. 
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26.  E.  Housing  Act  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  14 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  84 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  year 3 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  29 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding.  ...  ...  Nil 

The  information  given  relates  to  registered  cases  of  over- 
crowding. It  would  be  impossible  to  give  a full  report  unless 
a complete  survey  was  made.  I believe  there  may  be  other 
cases  of  overcrowding  and  many  cases  of  near  overcrowding. 

27.  F.  Housing  Summary 

(a)  Total  number  of  occupied  houses  in  the  district  11,712 

(b)  Total  number  of  Council  houses  occupied  in  the 

district  ...  ...  2,400 

28.  G.  Housing  Act  1949 

No  application  was  received  for  any  reconditioning  grants. 

29.  Defence  General  Regulation,  56a.  1939 

Licences  have  been  granted  allowing  the  temporary  use  of 
five  condemned  houses. 

RENT  ACT 

30.  Fourteen  cases  were  dealt  with  and  entered  in  our  register, 
five  relating  to  alleged  excessive  increases  of  rent,  four  relating 
to  other  rent  queries,  two  relating  to  possession  of  houses,  and 
one  relating  to  retention  of  possession  by  a widow  after  the 
tenant’s  death  and  two  relating  to  furnished  accommodation. 

37  visits  were  made  bv  people  in  connection  with  these 
enquiries. 

FURNISHED  HOUSES  (RENT  CONTROL)  ACT,  1946  AND 
LANDLORD  AND  TENANT  (RENT  CONTROL)  ACT,  1949 

31.  Two  decisions  from  the  Rent  Tribunal  were  registered, 

(a)  where  the  sub-tenant’s  rent  was  reduced  from 
£1/15/0  to  12/(3  per  week  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
one  room  on  the  first  floor  and  joint  use  of  the  living 
room,  kitchen  and  bathroom,  and 
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(b)  where  the  sub-tenant’s  rent  was  reduced  from  15/- 
to  12/6  per  week  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  front 
room  and  bedroom  over  it  and  joint  use  of  the  kitchen 
and  external  washhouse. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

32.  Milk  Supply 
Dairies 

88  inspections  were  made  at  the  10  registered  dairies  and 
28  contraventions  were  found.  26  contraventions  were  abated, 
7 from  action  commenced  during  1950. 

The  contraventions  found  were: — 

18  relating  to  cleansing  items,  1 structural  deficiency,  1 
defective  utensil  and  8 regarding  other  items. 

Distributors 

There  are  28  on  the  register  and  85  inspections  were  made 
in  connection  with  9 of  them.  One  contravention  was  abated 
and  two  were  unabated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

33.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949 

(a)  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  milk. 

4 dealer’s  licences  and  1 supplementary  licence  have  been 
granted  to  use  the  designation  Pasteurised.  5 dealer’s  licences 
have  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  milk. 

(b)  Raw  milk  (Tuberculin  Tested). 

1 1 dealer’s  and  one  suppleamentary  licence  have  been 
granted.  5 of  the  licences  are  for  bottlers  and  dealers. 

34.  Milk  Samples 
(a)  Bacteriological 


Designation 

Number  of 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfac- 

Samples 

M.B. 

tore  M.H. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8 

7 

1 

Accredited 

24 

2 ° 

O 

Non-design, nted 

34 

19 

l.S 

Total 

66 

48 

18 

Heat  Treated  Milk 

Pasteurised 

7 

- 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

i 

I 

- 

Total 

8 

8 

- 

5 of  the  samples,  8 which  were  satisfactory  and  2 
unsatisfactory,  were  from  producers  outside  our  district. 

The  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  18  out  of  74, 
equal  to  a percentage  of  24.32.  This  is  much  higher  than  last 
year’s  percentage  of  19.4  and  considerably  higher  than  the 
average  percentage  of  18.4  for  the  22-year  period  from  1927 
to  1949. 
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I his  increasing  deterioration  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk 
as  revealed  by  our  sampling  results  is  most  unsatisfactory. 

Copies  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  are  sent  to  the  County 
Milk  Regulations  Officer  for  appropriate  action.  This  ( )fficer 
replies  to  the  effect  that  he  will  arrange  for  the  necessary 
investigations  to  be  made  at  an  early  date.  I do  not  receive 
any  further  information  and  can  only  assume  that  the 
investigations  are  not  yet  producing  the  desired  results. 

(b)  Biological  Samples 

(15  samples  were  taken,  mainly  from  the  producers’  premises 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Groby  Road, 
Leicester.  (12  of  the  samples  were  negative,  2 were  positive 
and  1 was  positive  for  Brucella  Abortus. 


The  type  of  milk  sampled  was  as  follows: — 


Designation 

RESULT 

Neg. 

P >s. 

llruc.  Abortus 

Non-designated 

35 

- 

_ 

Accredited 

20 

O 

I 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

- 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested  (farm 

2 

- 

- 

bottled) 

Pasteurised 

I 

- 

- 

Total 

62 

2 

I 

Disposal  of  Milks  Sampled 

Wholesale  to  Pasteurising  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

On  retail  round  and  surplus  to  Pasteurising  establish- 
ments ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Retail  round  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Wholesale  to  Raw  Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Samples  were  obtained  from  58  producers  in  our  district  and 
from  8 producers  outside,  together  with  nine  repeat  samples. 

Positive  Samples 

These  were  obtained  from  two  Accredited  producers,  whose 
milk  went  for  Pasteurisation  in  one  ease  and  partly  for 
Pasteurisation  and  partly  for  retail  sale  in  the  other  case. 

In  both  cases  information  was  passed  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  for  transmission  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer. 
Following  examinations  by  a veterinary  officer  one  cow  was 
removed  from  each  of  the  herds  for  slaughter  and  both  were 
found  to  have  tuberculosis  of  the  udder.  After  further  tests 
and  examinations  no  further  infection  was  found. 

The  milk  from  the  herd  where  Br.  Abortus  was  found  all 
goes  for  pasteurisation. 


General  Sampling 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Director  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  samples  of  milk  to  be  examined 
from  the  dairyman  supplying  households  where  cases  of 
Tubercular  Adenitis  occur. 

ICE  CREAM 


35.  Registered  Premises 

(a)  (i)  Manufacture  and  Retail  6 (but  only  3 manufactured 

(ii)  Manufacture  only  ...  Nil  dining  idol) 

(iii)  Retail  only  ...  ...  79 

1*27  inspections  were  made  at  92  premises  or  vehicles  and 
44  contraventions  or  defects  were  found.  20  of  these  being 
abated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Amendment 
Regulations  1951  fixed  March  1st,  1951  as  the  appointed  day 
for  the  use  of  thermometers  to  indicate  and  record  the 
temperatures  to  which  ice  cream  mixture  is  subjected  in  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream.  None  of  our  manufacturers  were 
prepared  to  install  the  thermographs,  etc.  The  only  persons 
manufacturing  ice  cream  in  the  district  are  those  who 
reconstitute  a “complete  cold  mix”. 


(b)  I ce-Cream  Samples 


21  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  grading  and  percentages  are  set  out  together  with  those 
for  the  years  1947-48-49-50. 


Year 

Total  No.  of 
Samples 

Grade 

No,  of 
Samples 

Percentage 

1951 

21 

I 

12 

57-i 

11 

4 

19.04 

III 

3 

14.28 

IV 

2 

9-52 

iQ.So 

19 

I 

13 

68.41 

II 

0 

10. S2 

III 

3 

15-78 

IV 

1 

5.26 

1949 

43 

1 

18 

41 .86 

II 

18 

41.86 

III 

3 

7.00 

IV 

4 

9-3° 

1948 

49 

I 

9 

18.36 

11 

13 

26.33 

III 

15 

30.61 

IV 

12 

24.44 

1947 

25 

I 

3 

12.0 

II 

3 

12.0 

II! 

8 

32.0 

IV 

II 

44-n 

23 


All  the  four  Grade  II  samples  w ere  produced  and  prepacked 
outside  our  district,  two  of  the  Grade  III  samples  and  one  of 
the  Grade  IV  samples  were  produced  and  prepacked  outside 
the  district.  1 lie  Grade  IV  sample  produced  in  our  district 
was  made  from  a complete  cold  mix”  and  the  producer  has 
not  manufactured  any  more  ice-cream  since  obtaining  the 
sample  report. 

The  sample  results  show  a slight  deterioration  when 
compared  with  those  obtained  during  1950. 


36.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

(a)  Slaughtering  takes  place  at  one  regional  slaughterhouse 
in  the  Urban  District.  Ante-mortem  inspection  is  made  on 
every  possible  occasion  and  one  hundred  per  cent,  post  mortem 
inspection  takes  place. 


(b)  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

J3°4 

894  | 1819  | 4920  | 6117  | 9344 

No.  inspected 

I3°4  1 894  | 1 Si 9 | 4920  | 607  | 9544 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

8 

18 

I I 

3 

Total 
weight 
in  lbs. 

9232 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

329 

I 1 

1 1 

446  | 18  | 1249 

166 

16424 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

25.61 

1 

1 

50.78  | 1.97 

25.61 

27-84 

25656 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

1 

19  | 2 

5 

19066 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

183 

1 

1 

357  1 8 

49 

22747 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

14.41 

42.05 

0.505 

_ 

8.9 

41813 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  C<  INDISMNKD—  30  tons,  2 cwts.  45  lbs. 
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(c)  Meat  Inspection 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  1951  was  the 
highest  since  1946.  This  increased  kill  and  our  long  standing 
practice  of  carrying  out  post-mortem  examination  of  every 
animal  required  the  full-time  attendance  of  an  Inspector  on 
four  or  live  days  each  week  throughout  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  and  on  occasional  Sundays  also. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  reduction  in  the  percentage  of 
bovines  found  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  Those  found 
to  be  infected  in  1951  was  56.90  compared  with  64.29  for  1950. 

Although  651  more  animals  were  killed  in  1951  than  in 
1950,  the  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  7 tons  14  cwts.  59  lbs. 
less.  This  gives  some  indication  of  an  improvement  which  has 
been  noted  in  the  health  and  quality  of  animals  which  have 
been  slaughtered. 

Slaughtering  is  performed  by  a local  firm  who  contract 
to  do  this  on  their  premises.  These  compare  favourably  with 
the  general  standard  of  privately  owned  slaughterhouses,  but 
they  fall  short  of  modern  and  desired  requirements  for  a regional 
slaughterhouse  relating  to  structure,  equipment  and  situation. 

No  steam  raising  plant  is  available  and  the  source  of  hot 
water  for  all  purposes,  other  than  hand  washing,  is  two  coal 
fired  coppers  in  the  slaughtering  hall. 

The  cooling  room  is  inadequate.  Following  the  occurrence 
of  the  “heating”  of  some  beef  during  a period  of  warm  weather, 
I suggested  to  the  slaughterhouse  manager  that  the  number 
of  bovines  killed  per  day  should  be  restricted  to  eighteen,  the 
maximum  hanging  capacity  of  the  cooling  room,  to  facilitate 
inspection  and  to  ensure  the  proper  conditioning  of  the  meat, 
but  this  suggestion  was  not  acted  upon.  It  is  appreciated  that 
the  supply  of  animals  fluctuates,  but  the  slaughtering  of  smalls 
(pigs  and  sheep)  could  have  been  so  regulated  to  facilitate 
this  arrangement. 


(d)  Other  Foods. 

The  following  unsound  food  was  surrendered,  condemned 
and  suitably  disposed  of: — 

119  tins  of  cooked  boneless  ham,  weight  1,711  lbs.  3!  ozs. 

260  ,,  ,,  meat  ,,  257  lbs.  15}  ,, 

24  ,,  ,,  corned  beef  ,,  133  lbs.  8 

Bacon  29  lbs.  5 ,, 

Cheese  62  lbs.  5!  ,, 
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(d)  Other  Foods  (continued). 


677 

tins 

oi  Tomatoes 

weight 

192 

lbs. 

9 ozs 

80 

,,  Vegetables 

88 

lbs. 

12  ,, 

**  j 

,,  Baked  Beans 

14 

lbs. 

9 

226 

„ Milk 

43" 

lbs. 

279 

,,  Fruit 

347 

lbs. 

3 » 

12 

, , Jam 

21 

lbs. 

5 

,,  Golden  Syrup 

10 

lbs. 

28 

,,  Puddings 

23 

lbs. 

4 >, 

58 

,,  Spaghetti 

37 

lbs. 

8 „ 

119 

,,  Soup 

39 

,,  Fish 

16 

lbs. 

r 3 

5?  M 

Pork 

,828 

lbs. 

Chitterlings 

24 

lbs. 

Sausage 

iS 

lbs. 

Tea 

3 

lbs. 

Mint  Lumps 

10 

lbs. 

Coconuts 

70 

Chocolate  Bars 

3° 

dozen 

Prawns 

> > 

8 

lbs. 

Fish  Cakes 

3" 

Mussels 

1 

sack 

Salmon  and  Shrimp 

Paste 

1 

jar 

Reports  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  regarding  the 
tins  of  cooked  boneless  ham  and  to  the  importers.  Large 
quantities  of  ham  were  unsound  owing  to  the  inadequate  method 
of  sealing  the  tins  and  the  unsatisfactory  storage  conditions, 
during  transportation  and  unsatisfactory  processing. 

Representations  were  also  made  to  the  importers  of  bottled 
fruit  salad  regarding  the  presence  of  foreign  objects  inside  one 
jar. 

37.  Slaughterhouses 

There  are  (.)  licensed  slaughterhouses.  One  is  used  as  the 
Central  Slaughterhouse.  The  remainder  are  used  occasionally 
for  the  slaughter  of  cottagers’  pigs. 

38.  Knacker  Yard 

There  is  one  knacker  yard  which  is  situate  in  a somewhat 
isolated  position.  During  the  year  a mechanical  pump  was 
fixed  which  lias  made  the  water  supply  more  satisfactory.  The 
premises  and  conditions  have  been  maintained  satisfactorily. 
18  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 
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39.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  and  the  results 
obtained  during  the  year  regarding  food  premises  and  the 
conditions  under  which  food  is  handled: — 


7, 

J 

7. 

O 

u 
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O 

'n 
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0 

V 

bo 

u 

rt 
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Meat  Shops 

0 

0 V) 

0 

X 0 

r «- 

— 2 

u 0 

7. 

0 

'J 

Dairies 

</. 

7. 

0 

0 

Other  Premises 

Co 

ven 

Ab 

0 

•o 

O' 

itra- 

tions 

ated 

d 

rt 

id 

c 5 

U O' 

14-.  >-< 

Premises  Visited 

92 

27 

95 

! 70 

27 

47 

38 1334 

— 

73° 

Inspections 

I 

6 

"7 

3 

/ 

1 

26 

45 

R 

8? 

26 

104 

1 72 

24 

51 

42 

340 

750 

Contraventions  or 

F 

44 

34 

66 

1 43 

43 

31 

42 

3°3 

606 

Defects 

A 

26 

15 

30 

1 -3 

26 

7 

20 

154 

92 

402 

Structural 

F 

3 

I I 

16 

1 12 

5 

5 

3 

48 

103 

A 

4 

s 

4 

1 7 

9 

1 

3 

25 

10 

61 

Cleansing 

1; 

1 

3 

10 

6 

9 

3 

15 

38 

85 

A 

9 

2 

1 

3 

12 

6 

20 

Washing  Facilities 

F 

3 

5 

3 

1 — 

2 

3 

3 

14 

33 

A 

4 

3 

1 — 

1 

2 

9 

14 

1 19 

Constant  Hot 

F 

9 

9 

3 

1 4 

— 

3 

1 

14 

12 

29 

Water  Supply 

A 

4 

1 

9 

3 

— 

2 

— 

7 

9 

21 

Equipment 

F 

20 

2 

| 1 

6 

3 

1 

PS 

1 48 

A 

14 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 30 

Food  Protection 

F 

s 

3 

10 

4 

3 

4 

72 

- 

i mi 

A 

1 — 

9 

3 

34 

13 

1 39 

Personal 

F 

1 — 

- 

— 

3 

1 3 

Cleanliness 

A 

1 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Personal  Clothing 

F 

1 

1 — 

4 

1 

1 

4 

- 

1 n 

A 

1 — 

1 

3 

2 

1 4 

Refuse 

F 

6 

1 — 

- 

9 

1 

24 

1 34 

A 

6 

1 — 

— 

9 

1 12 

5 

| 20 

Redecoration 

F 

4 

3 

17 

1 15 

6 

13 

8 

1 59 

- 

|X27 

A 

3 

1 

16 

1 10 

7 

3 

4 

1 44 

PS 

| 88 

Miscellaneous 

F 

3 

9 

2 

6 

I 

9 

1 23 

A 

1 

1 

1 

1 — 

3 

I 

1 2 

3 

1 12 

Sanitary 

F 

1 

1 

— 

1 5 

1 7 

Accommodation 

A 

1 — 

— 

1 

- 

1 ■ 

Key  to  abbreviations  - I (Initial)  F - (Found) 

- R (Return)  A - (Abated) 
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Constant  attention  has  been  given  to  food  premises,  and 
the  handling,  sale  and  ' distribution  of  food.  Many  new 
inspections  have  been  made.  Revisits  have  been  made  to 
premises  where  structural  work  and  equipment  has  been  dealt 
with  and  the  emphasis  is  now  on  the  handling  of  food  and  the 
maintenance  of  cleanliness. 

Progress  is  still  being  made,  but  the  rate  has  slowed  some- 
what. Many  traders  were  ready  and  willing  to  obtain  the  best 
hygienic  conditions  possible;  these  have  been  dealt  with,  and 
we  are  now  dealing  with  traders  who  for  varied  reasons  are 
not  willing  or  able  to  make  their  premises  and  conditions 
satisfactory. 

Our  results  to  date  have  been  obtained  by  educative  and 
co-operative  action.  I hope  to  continue  in  this  manner  and 
with  suitable  reciprocation  from  the  traders  be  able  to  state 
that  all  premises  are  satisfactory  in  my  next  Annual  Report. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  shops  have  been  dealt  with,  the 
cafes  have  all  been  done,  and  a start  has  been  made  with 
the  works’  canteens.  The  systematic  inspection  of  the  licensed 
premises  and  school  canteens  is  still  to  be  done. 

40.  Byelaws,  Sec.  15,  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Copies  of  the  bye-laws  were  made  available  to  the  traders 
and  attention  has  been  drawn  to  their  requirements. 

1 regret  to  have  to  report  that  the  covered  fish  stalls  for 
the  open  weekly  market  were  not  provided  during  the  year, 
nor  were  the  washing  and  sanitary  facilities. 

41.  Food  Poisoning 

22  notifications  of  food  poisoning  were  received. 

12  during  the  first  quarter,  1 during  the  second  quarter, 
7 during  the  third  quarter,  and  2 during  the  fourth  quarter. 

2 of  the  outbreaks,  in  January  and  July,  were  due  to 
identified  agents  Salmonella  typhi-murium,  8 persons  being 
involved. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  owing  to  undiscovered  causes. 

There  were  14  single  cases,  9 being  caused  by  unknown 
agents  and  5 by  Salmonella  typhi-murium. 

Although  many  enquiries  were  made  no  definite  food  could 
be  stated  as  being  responsible  for  the  outbreaks. 

The  main  clinical  features  of  the  infected  persons  were 
diarrhoea  with  blood,  headache,  vomiting,  abdominal  pains  and 
temperature. 
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The  illness  was  not  severe  in  most  of  the  cases,  diarrhoea 
and  discomfort  clearing  after  about  live  days,  except  in  2 cases 
where  the  infection  of  the  bowel  lasted  5 weeks. 

Full  use  was  made  of  the  facilities  available  at  the  Public 
Health  laboratory,  I 12  faeces  specimens  being  submitted,  >>9 
being  positive,  t hie  infected  person  w as  an  assistant  in  a food 
canteen  and  stayed  away  from  work  until  .‘5  negative  specimens 
were  obtained. 

In  all  cases  the  food  causing  the  illness  was  taken  at  home. 
I was  never  able  to  determine  the  probable  origin  of  the 
infection,  or  the  contamination  of  the  food. 


42.  Factories  Act,  1937 

(a)  There  are  194  factories  on  the  register,  2 of  them  being 
non-mechanical. 

08  inspections  were  made  at  21  premises  and  34  contraven- 
tions were  discovered.  20  of  these  were  abated  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  4 contraventions  were  also  abated  from  action 
commenced  during  1950. 


(b)  Outworkers 

980  outworkers  were  employed  by  98  factories. 

103  were  living  outside  our  area  and  the  sanitary  inspectors 
concerned  were  notified. 

Letters  reminding  employers  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  were  sent  to  134  factories,  30  sent  a “nil”  reply,  1 was 
closed,  and  5 factories  did  not  reply. 

The  distribution  of  the  outworkers  who  lived  outside  our 
district  was  as  follows: — 


Nuneaton  B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Coventry  C.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bedworth  U.D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blaby  R.D.  23 

Market  Bosworth  R.I).  ...  ...  ...  15 

Atherstone  R.I).  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lutterworth  R.I).  ...  ...  ...  1 


No  instances  occurred  of  outwork  being 
unwholesome  premises. 


performed  in 
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43.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Work  under  this  heading  continues  to  receive  full  and 
effective  treatment.  The  rat  catcher’s  time  is  fully  occupied, 
and  when  sewer  baiting  is  in  Progress  one  other  member  of 
the  staff  is  also  engaged. 

The  following  return  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  Infestation  Division: — 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Author- 

ity 

1 )wel- 
ling 

Houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All  other 
including 
business 
and  in- 
dustrial 

Total 

Total  number  of 
properties  in  Urban 
District 

45 

11,712 

96 

943 

12,796 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of: 
(a)  notification 

12 

bsy 

235 

406 

(b)  otherwise 

7 

14 

1 

13 

35 

Number  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 
Major 

M itior 

15 

144 

1 

21  2 

372 

Number  of  properties 
seriously  infested  by 
mice 

21 

19 

40 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
Local  Authority 

I.s 

16,3 

_ 

231 

409 

/ 


Number  of  “block”  control  J 
schemes  carried  out 


One  was  carried  out  on  the  Lash 
Hill  Estate.  Rats  were  gaining 
access  to  new  houses  and  as  a result 
of  our  initial  investigation  the 
drainage  systems  of  the  estate  were 
found  to  be  widely  infested  together 
with  a number  of  houses.  149  houses, 
’3  manholes,  16  builders’  huts  and  a 
mile  of  hedgerow  were  treated  in  the 
scheme. 


INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
Inspections  during  the  year 

80C>  initial  inspections  and  1,188  return  visits  were  made. 

Contract  Premises 

31  business  premises  were  on  contract  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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44.  Sewer  Baiting 


The  test  baiting  results 

were  as 

follows:- 

No.  of 
Manholes 

No. 

Tested 

No. 

Positive 

No. 

Negati 

Hinckley  (Central  Wards)  .. 

. 539 

67 

11 

56 

Burbage  Ward 

,.  207 

27 

14 

13 

Barwell  Ward  ... 

,.  156 

17 

5 

12 

Earl  Shilton  Ward  ... 

..  217 

24 

5 

19 

1,119 

135 

35 

100 

Two  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  made. 


(a)  From  the  7th  May  to  the  22nd  June  when  sausage  rusk 
and  2'.  zinc  phosphide  was  used  and  the  following  takes  were 
obtained: 


No.  of  No. 
Man-  not 
holes,  baited. 

No. 

baited. 

Average  Prebait  Takes 
Total 

C.  P.  Takes.  N.T. 

Hinckley  (Central  Wards) 

539 

392 

147 

18 

2 

20 

127 

Burbage  Ward 

207 

94 

113 

35 

8 

43 

70 

Barwell  Ward 

156 

114 

42 

3 

1 

4 

38 

Flarl  Shilton  Ward 

217 

179 

38 

6 

0 

6 

32 

Total  1 

,119 

779 

340 

62 

11 

73 

267 

(b)  From  the  20th  October  to  the  29th  November  when  bread 
mash  and  10%  Arsenious  Oxide  was  used  on  the  Hinckley 
central  wards  and  Burbage  ward  sewers,  the  following  takes 
were  obtained: — 

746  manholes 
508  not  baited 
238  baited 

38  had  a complete  pre-bait  take 
12  „ ,,  partial  „ „ 

188  had  no  take. 

The  sewers  may  be  regarded  as  almost  clear  of  rats.  Where 
there  is  an>-  suspicion  of  rats  gaining  access  from  individual 
parts  of  the  sewers  or  drains  immediate  action  is  taken  to 
deal  with  them  between  the  periods  when  full-time  sewer  baiting 
is  in  progress. 

45.  Staff 

The  establishment  is  the  same  as  last  year.  4 sanitary 
inspectors,  1 unqualified  assistant  sanitary  inspector,  two  female 
clerks  and  one  rat-catcher. 
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TABLE  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  URBAN  COUNCIL 


Year 

Population 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

I )eatlis 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mor- 

tality 

Rate 

1899 

11,019 

361 

30.08 

293 

16.08 

160.6 

1909 

12,576 

335 

27.6 

igO 

25-1 

146.2 

1919 

13.707 

208 

12.99 

171 

11.12 

100.9 

1924 

14,266 

308 

21.13 

183 

12.6 

49-02 

1929 

15,650 

294 

18.9 

223 

14.2 

71.4 

1934 

16,920 

302 

17-7 

l82 

10.7 

46.0 

1939 

34,36o 

594 

17.2 

336 

9.6 

47.0 

1940 

35,o6o 

601 

17.1 

364 

io-38 

47.0 

1941 

35,887 

574 

15-96 

397 

11.06 

50.5 

1942 

35,044 

654 

18.66 

321 

9.11 

42.8 

1943 

34,498 

681 

19.71 

328 

9-5 

36.7 

1944 

34,430 

753 

21 . Q 

335 

9-7 

27.9 

1943 

34,4oo 

688 

20.0 

323 

9-3 

26.1 

1946 

36,620 

855 

23-3 

366 

9.9 

44.4 

1947 

37,650 

SsS 

22.79 

397 

10.5 

46.8 

1948 

38,580 

785 

20.^9 

364 

9.4 

24.2 

1949 

38,750 

6gi 

17.83 

396 

10.2 

27.4 

1950 

39,050 

680 

17.41 

367 

9-39 

26.SS 

1 9.si 

38,980 

683 

17-5 

392 

10.05 

46.S 

BAXTERS,  “The  Printers,”  HINCKLE 


